Homework Policy for Mrs. Kuketz’s Class
Homework is a very important tool for learning. It helps to reinforce what is learned in the classroom, it gives students a chance for additional practice, and it prepares children for the tasks that face them as they further their education, be it in high school or college. Homework will be assigned every Monday through Thursday and, infrequently, on Friday. (It is expected that students will be working on reading and projects Friday through Sunday.) I do not let the students work on homework in class, that defeats the purpose of calling it homework, so do not let your child convince you that he/she did it in school! (Nearly every child tries this approach at least a couple of times, so I’ve learned that it’s best to let you hear it from me that this cannot possibly be the case.)

Your child will have an agenda in which to write down the nightly homework. I write the homework on the white board to be copied. This stays up until it is erased the next school day. Two classmates check that the homework assignments have been written down and each student will initial the page. This is done as a “go between” step to help prepare them for the independence of writing down their assignments in middle school to help foster this process. I only write in the assignment books after homework incompletion has become a concern. Please be patient. All steps toward learning a behavior have a backward step before jumping forward. Also, I ask that you sign your child’s agenda nightly. This lets me see if there are any notes and/or concerns about homework. 

To help you with some of the “shortcut writing” that may appear, here is a rough list of what you may see:
Monday           1.  Reading – 20 minutes       means -  read book report book or other reading material for at least 20 minutes and sign reading log (to be passed in each Friday morning)



2.  Comp Sheet A

means -  complete math review paper by last day of week
3.  Math –  1-4                        means – complete homework for Chapter 1  Lesson 4 (in standards practice book)



4.  SS – 20 min w/ parent sign means – work on Social Studies Project for 20 

  minutes and have parent sign that it was done

Tuesday          1. Read 20 min.
means –must write down a reading strategy used to comprehend their reading material



2. Comp J


You’ll see this every night ! 




3. Math – Pr. 5-9

means – Practice Page for Chapter 5 Lesson 9




4. Sci. – Assessment 3-4
means – complete worksheet for Chapter 3 Lesson 4


Wednesday
1. Read 20 min.



2. Mult 4s & 6s – circle LCM
means – write the multiples for the 4s and 6s and

  circle their lowest common multiple






3. Math – AL 4-12

means – complete the Another Look page for Chapter 

  4 Lesson 12

4. Clock Question 1.4
means – students will answer the “clock question” to tie thinking to today’s lesson – complete in color on left side of notebook page (Usually Science or Social Studies only)
Thursday
1. Read 20 min.



2. Comp or Mult


same old thing! (



3. Math – Study for Test
means – complete page in preparation for Test 

tomorrow with an emphasis on knowing   

 







  HOW to complete each problem type

4.  Book Report
means – work on Book Report for at least 20  minutes and/OR Book Report is due the next day 
Please keep this chart in an accessible place so that you and/or your child can refer back to it! If your child forgets his/her homework at school, please come and get it. It takes a little time to become familiar with being back in school and having responsibilities. The assignments are written on the whiteboard and all papers are kept at the back of the room in labeled paper trays. I also encourage each student to use the phone numbers of classmates to call for assignments or clarification.

To help your child be successful, try to set up a routine time and place for homework to be completed. In fifth grade we are asked to provide approximately one hour of nightly homework. That length of time requires a commitment from children and they need some structural boundaries to help them achieve success. (Contact me if your child is routinely taking longer than an hour to complete his/her homework by the end of the month.) Please have a supply of pencils and a dictionary/thesaurus readily available. They will also need crayons, markers, rulers, glue/tape, scissors, a calculator, a protractor and construction paper on a less frequent basis.

Book Reports are assigned to make sure that children are reading and are exposed to different types of literature. The report part is to show that they have an understanding of what they’ve read, as well as to encourage them to complete what they’ve set out to do within an allotted amount of time. I let the children pick out the book that they feel is appropriate for them. I try to steer them to something that is at their independent reading level so that comprehension is easily achieved, but they sometimes “bite off more than they can chew” or choose something that is entirely too easy. Please let me know if this seems to be the case with your child. We need to work together toward your child’s success.

There is a book report due once a term! Each report will contain an opinion writing piece. That opinion MUST include evidence from the text. Please look for this and let me know if you have any questions about it.

Also, there is a Social Studies or Science project due at least every other month. Some are done all at home; others are done partially at school with just fine-tuning completed at home. Many times the homework for the evening will incorporate time to work on these projects (See an example of this assignment on the chart under Monday #4.)You’ll hear more about these as the time approaches. I try to be conscious of not having projects due at the same time as the book reports, but there may be some overlap due to the ending of units of study. These projects are not meant to cause stress for the students or their parents/guardians! They are meant to enhance unit learning, to provide an opportunity to learn about budgeting time, and to be a creative outlet. If your child (or you) is having difficulty, please let me know before the project is due. I have been known to allow extensions for any number of reasons and I am here to help your child!
I know this is a lot to digest, but it will become routine for your child in no time flat. I don’t believe in “surprises” with regard to work expectations so I’ve outlined everything that should be of concern to the students and yourself. If you feel that I’ve not been clear or that I’ve left something out, please contact me at school by phone (508-946-2045) or by e-mail (rkuketz@middleboro.k12.ma.us).

Sincerely,

Mrs. Kuketz




Please detach, sign, and pass in after you and your child have reviewed this policy.

I, (student name)_________________________________________, have read Mrs. Kuketz’s homework policy with my parents/guardians. I understand what I need to do to be successful in the fifth grade and I am willing to try my best by completing all of my homework and projects on time.

I, (parent/guardian)___________________________________________, have read Mrs. Kuketz’s homework policy with my child. I understand what he/she needs to do to be successful in the fifth grade and am committed to helping him/her achieve that goal.

