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Interactive Notebooks

I know that you’re all wondering why so many notebooks are needed for the 5th grade. Well, the answer to that is Interactive Notebooks! You’ll be learning an exciting and effective way to take notes in all of your academic areas that will help you be successful this year and will also help you prepare for the increased responsibilities of taking notes for 6th grade and beyond.

[image: image2.wmf][image: image3.wmf]So, what are Interactive Notebooks? Interactive Notebooks are a way to take notes that help increase learning by reinforcing note-taking, organizing and processing information from class materials. Your notebook will be separated into two sides that will be used for a very specific purpose.



    Left-Hand Side




      Right-Hand Side


Information Side


You write (or glue in) information from today’s class in an organized and systematic way.





Personal Side  


You interact with the information in your own creative and unique way.








The left side of the notebook (the “output” side) is


primarily used for processing new ideas. 





* Work out an understanding of new material by using illustrations, diagrams, flow charts, poetry, colors, cartoons, etc. 





* Explore opinions and clarify values on controversial issues, wonder about “what if” hypothetical situations, and ask questions about new ideas. 





* Express feelings and reactions to activities that tap into intrapersonal learning. 





* Review what you have learned and preview what you will be learning.





 * By doing so, you are encouraged to see how individual lessons fit into the larger context of a unit.





The left side of the notebook:


• Stresses that writing down lecture notes does not mean you have learned the information. You must actively do something with the information before you internalize it.





• Clearly indicates which ideas are the teacher’s and


which are the yours. Everything on the left side is your idea and belong to you.





• Gives you permission to be playful and experimental since you know the left side is your page and you will not be interfering with class notes.





• Allows you to use various learning styles to process information.








The right side of the notebook (the “input” side) is used for recording class notes, discussion notes, and reading notes. 





*Typically, all “testable” information is found here. 





*Information can be organized in the form of traditional outline notes. 





*However, the right side of the notebook is also an excellent place for the teacher to model how to think graphically by using illustrated outlines, flow charts, annotated slides, T-charts, and other graphic organizers.





*Handouts with new information also go on the right side.





*Foldables may also go on the right side.





*Video notes will be found here.








The right side of the notebook:


• Is where the teacher organizes a common set of information that all students must know.





• Gives students the “essentials” of the academic content.





• Provides the teacher with an opportunity to model for students how to think graphically. There are many visual ways to organize academic information that enhance understanding.








Adapted from: upstagereview.org/ClassroomArticles/interactive%20notebook.pdf
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